
MELGEN is innoviative doctoral 

 training leading to scientific 

 excellence 

MELGEN is a €4M Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

European Training Network (ETN), funded in 2015 

under Horizon2020, which brings together seven 

European Universities and four collaborating 

academic and commercial partners, in the form of 17 

Early Stage Researcher PhD training positions, four 

of which are based at the University Of Leeds. The 

MELGEN-ETN provides a co-operative and 

progressive environment for training in melanoma 

research, based around genomics/transcriptomics 

but containing strong elements of immunology, 

statistics and bioinformatics, with the ultimate aim of 

improving precision medicine for patients with this 

disease. Led by Prof Julia Newton Bishop, FMedSci, 

who has a long term relationship with the EU through 

funding of the very successful worldwide GenoMEL 

consortium under the Framework 6 Programme. 

 

 

 

MELGEN in Action 

 

MELGEN students presenting their research to world 
renowned melanoma scientists at the 2016 
GenoMEL/ BioGenoMEL/ MELGEN Scientific 
Conference in Leeds. April 2016 

 

MELGEN students learning the basic molecular 
biology techniques they will use throughout their PhD 
research projects at GenomeScan, in Leiden, NL, 
January 2016.  

 

 

 

 

MELanoma GENetics (MELGEN): 

Understanding and biomarking the 

genetic and immunological 

determinants of melanoma 

development and patient survival. 

 

 

 

  



MELGEN is a Phd Programme  

and Training Network  

MELGEN brings together seven European 

Universities across 6 countries: UK, Sweden, 

Netherlands, Norway, Germany, and Switzerland. 

MELGEN is currently training 17 new early stage 

researchers (ESRs) through a combination of 

individual PhD research projects at their host 

university combined with group led training to develop 

not only their skills in molecular biology, 

bioinformatics and statistics, but also the skills 

needed to present their research to both scientific and 

general audiences. 

 

MELGEN utilises the strengths of both 

Academia and Industry 

 

  

MELGEN promotes integrated 

melanoma research 

A key strength of the MELGEN ETN is its successful 

integration into both the GenoMEL and BioGenoMEL 

consortia: 

 Fosters long-term collaborative projects across 

Europe. 

 Access to world-leading melanoma research 

groups outside the confines of the immediate 

MELGEN consortium  

 

The close association with GenoMEL is demonstrated 

by the joint Annual Scientific Meeting of the MELGEN, 

GenoMEL and BioGenoMEL consortia where ESRs 

are encouraged to present their work as part of the 

scientific programme either in oral or poster format. 

These meetings offer MELGEN ESRs a unique 

opportunity to discuss their projects freely with world 

class scientists with the security of the strict policy of 

confidentiality under which GenoMEL’s scientific 

meetings have operated since its inception in 1997. 

 

COMMERCIAL AND ACADEMIC PARNERSHIPS 
 

Active involvement of commercial partners to gain 

exposure to commercial practices and skill sets 

through: 

 Tailored secondments 

 Delivery of specialised skills training courses 

 

Sathya M. 
ESR06 

Leeds University 

Secondment to 
Eagle Genomics 

September 2016 


